I am the True Vine

Jobn 151

From the Minister’'s Desk

All who hunger, gather gladly;

holy manna is our bread.

Come from wilderness and
wandering.

Here, in truth, we will be fed.

You that yearn for days of fullness,

all around us is our food.

Taste and see the grace eternal.

Taste and see that God is good.
Sylvia G. Dunstan

There is something about
September that always fills me
with a sense of joy and
expectation. Perhaps it is the

adventure of new beginnings that |

have experienced since my early
childhood. | remember the

Journey. Frére Sylvain. Copyright © Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, 71250
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excitement of new school supplies, pe fed and nurtured by God in this about the possible initiatives that
the smell of a jar of paste, a box of community of faith. Most of all we have already begun to happen.

fresh crayons and freshly

want to move forward in our

sharpened pencils. There was also ministry together. We want to open My colleagues in the neighbouring

the anticipation of being re-united
with classmates that | hadn’t seen
for some time. There was a
longing to remember things that
we had done together. A need to
affirm our past accomplishments.
But, above all there was the
promise of a new adventure of
learning and discovery. Those
feelings continue to this day as |
look forward to our new
beginnings of this pastoral year.

| can’t get the words of Sylvia
Dunstan’s hymn out of my mind. |
believe we all hunger to gather

ourselves to the gifts that God
provides for us.

| know that many of you have
heard about the Langley Futures
Initiative. There will be more news
to be shared in the future months.
The four Langley United Church
congregations, along with the
Aldergrove congregation, have
been meeting to think about our
future mission in the Langley
community. We will be learning
together in a planned workshop
weekend. We will explore how we
might sustain thriving, vital and

again as a community. We wantto gjive ministries in the Langley
hear about the summer adventures community. | fell that this is a

that each one of us has
experienced. We long to connect
with each other again. We want to

decisive bold step on the part of
our congregations. | am excited

congregations have already been
meeting to share ideas and visions
about what we could be and do
together in the Langley
community. The emerging list of
possibilities is awesome and the
potential for a vibrant and growing
United Church Ministry to serve
the changing needs of the Langley
community is astounding. | invite
and encourage you to become
informed and involved in the

future directions of our church. It

is an opportunity for us to taste and
see God’s grace and know that
God is good. | know that God’s
blessings be with us at the
beginning o this new adventure.

God'’s Peace to You,
Rod



Welcome Back Everyone!

Children and teachers are back to
school. Co-workers are back from
summer vacations and family rou-
tines return to normal. Life in Sep-
tember seems to be a combination
of restarting activities and dream-
ing up new plans for the months
ahead.

Our largest event this fall is the
workshop co-sponsored by the five
United Churches in Langley on the
weekend of October 2-4, 2009.
Chris Corrigan, a process artist,
teacher and facilitator of social
technologies will lead the weekend
co-learning event. Participants

"This is the day that the Lord has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in
it." Psalm 118:24

| trust you have had a relaxing and
enjoyable summer with family and
friends. A big welcome back to all
of you! Worship and work in the
life of Langley United Church is
well underway. Please take note of
the worship events coming up in
the following months.

| would like to take this
opportunity to thank the members
of the Worship committee for their
continued work and support over
the summer months. A big thank
you to Gabrielle for her interesting
and informative pulpit supply over
the summer, as well as Tim,
Sharon and the soloists who
enhanced our services with music.
We are truly blessed to have such
talented people who are so willing
to share their gifts with us. Also,

will learn about the art of hosting
transformative conversations that
lead to “wise action that lasts”.

By developing our expertise in
planning and holding conversa-
tions about change and renewal,
we hope our churches will be able
to find new ways to work together.
We want our communities to be
alive, vital, thriving and sustain-
able.

All members of Langley United
Church are invited to attend the
workshop so let us know as soon
as possible if you are interested.
Even if you do not attend the
weekend workshop, we hope you

thanks to Rev. Rod for being
available for most of the summer
months, it is a real joy to work
with such dedicated staff. A
special thanks to our younger
Christ candle lighters and bell
ringers who shared this ministry
over the summer.

Blessings to all those folks who

will be interested in specific con-
versations about the future of our
church that will be held throughout
the coming months.

As we begin to organize our church
routines for the next year, please
consider whether you would like to
volunteer in a new way in our
church life. As we serve together
to sustain and build our commu-
nity, we are nurtured by God, led
by Jesus Christ and sustained by
the Holy Spirit.

Yours truly,

Rosa Flinton-Brown
Chair of the Board

How exciting to have a children's
choir starting, | know that Tim and
Sharon are planning lots of fun
music for this group. More music
at Langley United is indeed good
news for us and we look forward
to this musical ministry.

May we grow in unity, love and
fellowship, as we worship and

brought flowers and plants to share work together in the coming year.

with the congregation over the

summer, what a delight to come on On September 20th, Baptism

Sunday morning and see a
beautiful bouquet on the

Sunday, Benjamin Abbot, son of
Matt and Jennie Abbot and little

by the pulpit reminding us of
God's beautiful creation and our
responsibility to care for it.

Our rally Sunday on September
13th, with gourmet hot dogs and

sundaes on Sunday was a fun and
enjoyable start to our Fall worship,

many thanks to the Worship and
Pastoral care committee who
shared the work for this event.

Please join us for coffee and cake/
Children's Choir after the service.

For September 27th we are
preparing Prayers of the People
Workshop, that will be held
following the service.

For the rest of our calendar please
look at the LUC Coming Events
calendar on the last page.



To those of you who joined us for
hot dogs and sundaes - weren't

they delicious?! | think we should
have this event at least once every
season.

Thanks to all who cooked, served
ate and cleaned up!

There are always lots of

opportunities to volunteer at
church. Thanks to Norma Leeper,
we now have a Coffee
Coordinator. Norma is responsible
for finding folks to get the coffee

Over the years | have heard choir
members say how nice it is to be
able to “sit in the congregation”
over the summer. And of course,
there are always summer holidays
to be enjoyed. But itis always
good to be back in the choir loft!

We are very happy to have Sharon
and Tim with us and although we
can't really call them “new” any
more, neither has been with us for
a full year yet. Tim began as a
substitute last October and
eventually became our Choir
Leader, and Sharon joined us in
January as our Church Musician.

and tea prepared each Sunday. ButWe are looking forward to singing

she needs your help; please add
your name to the clipboard and
help get the coffee ready for our
social time after church.

Other volunteer opportunities
involve greeting people at the
church entrance, driving those who
need a lift, operating the power
point or working the sound systen.
So check your schedule and see
what job position suits you and
your talents.

We are looking forward to anothe
wonderful church year. And
remember"Do all the good you
can, and make as little fuss about
it as possible.™ Charles Dickens

Respectfully submitted by Betty
Hewitt , Chair of Pastoral Care

some lovely anthems which we
know you will appreciate.

Don't forget that new members are
ALWAYS welcome to join us.
Come along any Thursday night
between 7:30 and 9:00 pm and try
us out. If you love to sing or if
you play an instrument, but you
just don’t have time to be in the
choir, Tim and Sharon would love
to meet you to talk about ideas
they have to involve more of the
congregation in the music of our
church. Come and find them any
Sunday morning.

NEW: A children’s choir is
beginning on September 2or
those in Grades 1 through 7. This
will happen each Sunday directly
after the worship service and will
be held in the upstairs lounge.
Kids — let your friends know about
this fun time. Parents — you can

have coffee downstairs while the
children sing! It's perfect.

Future dates to mark on your
calendars — watch the bulletin for
more details:

Sunday afternoon, Novembeéf 8
A lovely concert for
Remembrance Day — “War
Embers” featuring Chris
Simmons and Greg Caisley.

Friday evening December 11+
our annualUnder the Mistletoé&
concert.

LANGLEY
UNITED
CHURCH
CHOR
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Do you know who has been
baptized this year?

Do you know who’s on the board-

Do you know who graduated this
year?

Do you know who attended the
church picnic?

Well, all the answers are in the
2009 history album or on the
bulletin board in the lower hall
that you can see during coffee
hour.

Thanks to those who help me by
supplying photos, putting names
faces | don't recognize, and
correcting errors. Keep it up as |
really appreciate the help.

Submitted by Arlene Pike
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Joan led us in a workshop focusing on thriving
congregations, vital to the community, sustainaild
% alive. Pat Bird and members from Aldergrove United
Church presented a skit (Dr. Transition) which
The last Full Court meeting of Fraser Presbyterg wa illustrated what is occurring in our congregations.

held in June at Chilliwack. _ )
This was followed by three presentations from

The court passed a motion to fund the Langley estur congregations who have experienced change and ways
Initiative with a $7000.00 LMME (Lower Mainland they have adapted.

Mission Enhancement ) grant. The LMME funds
($25,000) are available from BC Conference and are
available in lieu of having a BC Conf Staff Person

work with our Presbytery. As well the court pasaed  The next full court meeting will be held on Octoliér
motion to fund an Environics study with a $7000.00 g 17 at Sharon United. It will be hosted by the

LMME grant. This project would require each Langley Cluster of Fraser Presbytery. LUC is pért
pastoral charge to provide the study with this cluster. We have been asked to provide msiffin
demographics regarding the Pastoral Charge and  ¢qgkies, etc. for Saturday morning and for snacking
surrounding community. An individual with good during the day. We will be asking for help to fhis
computing and data gathering skills is requireéah  request. LUC has also been asked to coordinate
pastoral charge. The data would then be forwarded t billeting. There will probably be very few requeor

the Environics committee for processing. Itis billeting. If you can help, please contact LindayB,
believed that the results of this project will tzeful Judy Chang or Rev. Rod MacKinnon.

in the future planning initiatives.

Effective July 1, 2009 Jim Massey became the
Treasurer of Fraser Presbytery.

_ _ _ The minutes of the FP Executive meetings and the

installed as the chair of Fraser Presbytery folyad Presbytery Website.
term.

G 0 =5

& We have continued with our usual projects including
parties at Langley Lodge and Highland Villa once a
' ( month with goodies and entertainment. At Christmas
we send cards to our shut-ins. We also support a
The UCW holds regular meetings the first Monday of student through the ACCES program, VST, First
every month at 1:30 pm in the lower hall. We have a United, Christmas hampers, and our church. We are a
business meeting usually followed by a program and busy group as you can see, but we can always use
refreshments. All ladies are welcome. more help. Come and join us!

We started the fall season with a potluck lunch on

September 14, 2009. In October, we are looking

forward to an informative talk on “Fraser Health 1
Services.” In November Rev. Rod MacKinnon will

tell his life story. December 5 will be ottolly

Luncheon and Bazzar December’s meeting will be a ‘
Christmas party with carols and Christmas stooes t

start Advent off right.
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Sunday School has started up again,

and we are all looking forward to a
time of faith, fun and fellowship.

The following dates may be helpful:

Sept. 20  First day of classes. We
will celebrate the baptism of one of
our newest members, Benjamin
Abbot in the children’s time at
worship, and then go down to our
rooms.

Toddler/beginner Group will meet
downstairs in the corner room,
coordinated by Lois Dickson.
Several adults will be involved in
this group, which is for ages 2-4.
They will use the Whole People of
God curriculum. (see below, grades
4-6 for summary) Children in
kindergarten may join this group, or
move into the next class, as
appropriate.

Grades K-3 will meet in room 11,
using the Godly Play format. Most
of these children are in grade 2, but

+ -

other children in Kindergarten and
grade 1 will be welcomed and find
the material exciting. Gabrielle
Suedfeld will be the storyteller. This
year, we will be hearing stories of
Ruth, Esther, Joseph and Jeremiah,
and enriching our experiences with
communion.

Grades 4-6 will meet in room 9,
usingThe Whole People of God
material. Units one and two will
cover many of the lectionary stories
from the Gospel of Mark, as well as
the stories of Ruth and Samuel.
Rosa Flinton-Brown will lead the
class.

Note: there are no children
registered in grade 3 or 7 at this
time, but they will be welcomed into
the appropriate classes when they
arrive.

Sept. 27 Children and class leaders
will be blessed during the first part
of worship, and then go to classes.

Oct. 4 Regular classes. Children
will come up for Holy Communion
towards the end of the morning.

Oct. 11 Thanksgiving Service for
all ages. No classes. Children will
be participating and offering the
Prayers of the People.

Nov. 1 There may be a service for
all ages, following the All Saints
Day theme.

Children under two years of age will
be cared for in the nursery upstairs,
just off the entrance hall.

Our classrooms have been cleaned
and painted. Come and see our new
look!

A bulletin board will be set up in the
hall outside the classrooms, so that
everyone may see the class plans.

In October, there may be a five
week session for adults Godly Play
for Grownups.

Thom's Youth News!

Langley United Youth activities this
fall started on Friday, September
11th. We met at Campbell Valley
Park, went for a walk and then went
to the Rowells for some flashlight
tag and snacks.

The annual hike will be on Sunday

September 20th. More information
to follow on this. Most likely we

will be somewhere in the Squamish
area and will leave LUC early in the
morning and return late afternoon.

BBQ at Ness home is scheduled for
Friday, September 25th. Bring your
ideas for activities that you would

like to see happen over the next
year. More info on time etc. to
follow later.

Also there is a YAYA event

explore in between! All supplies
needed will be provided for each

team, however a digital camera (or

phone camera) will be needed in
each team so please bring yours if

happening: The Amazing Race. This yoy have one. For information and

will be a fun fall start-up event for
five United churches in Langley.
Youth and young adults from the
WHOLE PRESBYTERY are invited
too! It's a scavenger hunt + car rally
+ get to know you all wrapped into
one fun afternoon, Sunday,
September 27th - 12:30 — 3:30ish,

to register please call Deb @

604.888.1641 or Joan @
604.594.6030. If you can be
available as a driver, please let them
know how many you can take with

you. Deadline for registration is

Friday September 25th — so hurry!

starting and ending at St. Andrew’s Thom Dennett,
in Fort Langley, but tons of places to LUC staff person for Youth ministry



Our summer may have been slow
in coming, but it has now come
and shone in full glory. It has been
SO good, it makes it easy to
welcome the fall showers.

As everyone will note from the
Weekly Financial Report, our
Offerings are a bit below target.
Our expenses to date have been
held fairly well in check, so if
those returning from Summer
Sabbatical catch up with their
offerings, we might just be able to

NICOMEKL BREAKFAST
PROGRAM

We continue to support the
Breakfast program at Nicomekl
Elementary School, along with
members of Sharon United
Church.

Every morning that school is in

each school year. If you would
like to support this program at any
time, you may place your donation
in an envelope and mark it
“Nicomekl”. This will be included
in your tax receipt at the end of the
year. Also on September 27th
there will be a special offering at
the end of the worship service
which will be given to the school

session, two or three volunteers areto help with these expenses.

there serving the kids bagels with

toppings, and juice. It's a really

worthwhile program, but there are

no dollars in the school’s budget

and the costs run close to $2,000

If you would like to help at the
school, please speak to Maureen
Burgess or call her at 604-530-
4571.

end up the year in a reasonable
financial position.

However, we do have a bigger
challenge in that it appears we will
have to make up for some lost
rental income. The Korean
Congregation has given notice that
they are discontinuing using our
facilities. So as we go into the Fall,
it would help if everyone could
nudge just an extra little financial
gift towards our ongoing church
and community charity expenses.

Yours In His Service,
Francis Switzer, Finance Chair

Are you new to the church and
want to meet other women in the
congregation?

Join our group of “Faithful
Friends™!

"Faithful Friends" is a group open
to all women attending Langley

United Church. We get together
monthly for fellowship, fun and
conversation - most often on a
Friday evening, with the location
rotating between different
women’s houses, but sometimes
we meet on Saturdays at ABC
Restaurant for Breakfast. On
occasion we have undertaken
projects, such as painting the
Church Sunday School rooms or
cleaning the Church kitchen, but

primarily we are a social group
that nurtures and supports one
another, while at the same time
having fun.

We had our first meeting of the
season on September.8If you
would like more information or to
be added to our e-mail or phone
list, please contact Bronwen at
778-552-2961 or Joanne at 604-
530-4965.



ROOTS & WINGS
Submitted by Judy MacKinnon

Roots & Wings, a book cooperative,
will soon be opening its doors at
Langley United. With the closing of
the Fraser Presbytery Resource
Centre last spring, a growing group
of book enthusiasts has been working
hard to go through the process of
becoming a cooperative registered
under the Cooperative Association
Act of BC. We hope to have met all
the requirements and to be able to
open in October. Our initial directors
are Norma Carruthers, Evelyn
Kingston, Judy MacKinnon, and Rod
MacKinnon. We will be relying on

the expertise of our manager, Heather

Mackenzie and will be organizing committee will be
approaching UCW's, councils and volunteering to support Heather
individual church members to so that we can have a higher
support our vision to be a resourcevisibility than the previous

to mainline churches in the Lower resource centre had.

Mainland by providing a wide o )
The organizing committee

variety of book resources and ) ; bers f |
other products. We will be offering consists of members from severa

membership shares of $10 each Lower Mainland churches. Those
and also will be looking for of l_JS who are from Langley
investment supporters who would United have heard of the deep

"seed" our set up with investment appre;matlo: of the (l)ther ited h
shares. More information about members that Langley United has

shares will follow. been willing to rent us the room
for our cooperative.

We are excited that Roots and

Wings will be open 5 days a week o _

- Tuesday to Saturday. Members OPuIIetln items in the weeks to

the Board of Directors and the come.

Further updates will appear as
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