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We have entered the Season of 
Easter. We look out at the world 
through a different window and 
suddenly we see things in a new 
way. This copy of The Vine 
contains an outline of the future 
trends that we see in Fraser 
Presbytery and the Langley area. 
It offers directions for us to 
consider as we reflect upon our 
future ministry in this place. I 
wonder if we will be “alarmed” 
or “amazed” at what we see 
ahead of us. Do we find ourselves 
saying, “Yikes!” all that work 
waiting to be done, or do we see 
the wonderful possibilities of new 
growth beginning to bud around 
us? 

The good news for us is that we 
are an Easter People. We follow 
the One who goes ahead of us 
into the world. We do not need to 
be afraid. We can remain hopeful 
and confident in our call to 
discipleship. Reading the articles 
in this issue of The Vine, we can 
be heartened by the work we have 
done, celebrate the mission that 
we have performed and accept the 
challenges ahead of us. I look 
forward to journeying with you. 

Blessings 

Rod MacKinnon 
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“Do not be alarmed; you are 
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified. He has been 
raised; he is not here. Look, there 
is the place they laid him. But go, 
tell his disciples and Peter that he 
is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
There you will see him, just as he 
told you.”    Mark 16: 6b-7 

I was looking out the window at 
my garden the other day. “Surely, 
the long days of winter are over?” 
I thought. I reflected on the past 
months of cold, snow, rain and 
fog. I recalled the times that I 
wondered if spring would ever 
come. Then I noticed the small, 
but hopeful, buds of green on my 
lilac bush. Suddenly, the reality 
of the season hit me. “Yikes!” I 
thought. I have all this work 
ahead of me. All that yard work is 
waiting for me. The tools and 
equipment need to be brought out 
of the shed. The garden needs to 
be put in order. The planting 
needs to be done! The lawn is 
waiting to be put into some kind 
of order. All that work ahead of 
me! 

I am not sure what Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James or Salome were thinking 
when they encountered the young 
man at the empty tomb. We are 
told that they were “alarmed.” 

But they were also given 
directions about what they should 
do. How they perceived those 
instructions is unclear. Did they 
go and tell Peter and the others 
what had been told to them or did 
they say nothing to anyone? Did 
they understand what it meant 
that Jesus was going ahead of 
them to Galilee. We will have to 
reflect upon the different endings 
of the text for that answer. But, 
that answer does inform us about 
the meaning of our discipleship 
today. 

The long days of Lent are over. 

From the Minister’s Desk 
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Happy Easter from the Board! 

Thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to work as your 
Chairperson for the next two 
years.  The Board is very excited 
to welcome Stephen Rowell as 
Vice-Chair to our Board and is 
thankful that Kellie Warnock will 
remain as Past Chair.  Our Board 
is experienced, committed and 
enthusiastic and we look forward 
to hearing from you as we 
continue to serve Langley United 
Church. 

Like many of you, I have been 
reading our study book “Why 
Would Jesus Say That?”   during 
Lent.  I find myself challenged 
each day by the new 
interpretations of scripture and 
nourished by the daily prayers 
and reflections.  There is so much 
we can do to nourish the message 
of Christ in our lives and the lives 
of others. 
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This year, the Board plans to 
focus on the Evans report and its 
implications for our congregation 
and the other United Church 
congregations in Langley.  We 
will continue to ask ourselves 
questions like;  “Is Langley 
United Church meeting the 
commitments of its mission 
statement?”,  “Can we find a way 
to serve the wider community in 
new ways?”  and “How can we 
share our resources to more 
effectively share the message of 
our faith?”  We welcome your 
responses to these questions and 
any others that you think we 
should consider. 

We expect that there will be more 
joint meetings with Fort Langley 
United, Jubilee United and 
Sharon United where we can 
continue to explore our common 
purpose.  The response of our 

congregation to the first joint 
meeting was impressive.  LUC 
was well represented and an 
integral part of the success of that 
first visioning session.   Our 
community has so much to offer 
the other churches and much to 
learn from them.  Like the 
communion hymn “One Bread, 
One Body” sings “We are one 
body, in this one Lord”. 

Easter reminds us that we are 
called to live anew.  We know 
that death is not the end of the 
story.  We can let go of our 
darkness, confident in the Spirit’s 
call, Christ’s friendship and the 
grace of God to guide us to new 
light and life. 

Sincerely, 

Rosa Flinton-Brown 
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A Prayer for You At Easter 

May the blessed Easter story 
Of the Resurrection bring 
New hopes, new peace, 
New Joy and Love,  
And make your heart to sing— 
 “HE IS RISEN!” 

  (Pearl McKinney) 

To start off the season of Lent, 
the Worship Committee hosted a 
Shrove Tuesday  pancake supper 
followed by an Ash Wednesday 
service in the lower Hall. Thanks 
to Rod, the Worship Committee, 

Lynn Irvine, and all who attended 
for their help in making this such 
a special evening.   

During lent Rod led a Bible study 
based on the book, “Why Would 
Jesus Say That?” a book of daily 
reflections for Lent, based on 48 
sayings of Jesus as recorded in 
the gospels. The sessions were 
very thought provoking and I’m 
sure we all came away with some 
new ideas and insights into these 
readings as well as perhaps some 
new ideas about ourselves in 

regards to our faith journey. 

Many thanks to Irene Reed for 
the curtains in the chapel area off 
the lounge; our Maundy Thursday 
service will be held in this chapel, 
we hope you will be able to come 
and worship with us in this 
special quiet area.  Please take 
note of all the Holy Week 
services highlighted in this 
newsletter.   

May God Bless us in this season 
of New Life, and New 
Beginnings as we serve our Risen 
Saviour.  Happy Easter. 
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A Summary of Derek Evans 
Report to Presbytery 

By Rosa Flinton-Brown 
 

Fraser Presbytery hired consultant Derek Evans to 
collect information about the current state of its 
churches and to make recommendations for the 
future.  I have summarized a number of the key 
findings here in order that the congregation of 
Langley United church can begin to discuss the 
implications for our community.  The full report is 
available on the Presbytery website for those who 
wish to read it in detail. 
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by Linda Boyd and Judy Chang, 

Lay Representatives To Presbytery 
 

The full court of Fraser Presbytery met at Crescent 
United Church on March 6th and March 7th. 

On Saturday morning, Chris Corrigan led us in Phase 
2 of the consultation regarding the future of pastoral 
charges in Fraser Presbytery.  His report and 
recommendations can be found at http://bc.united-
church.ca/fraser/  web page under the heading Derek 
Evans’ Report.  Derek Evans was the individual who 
began this process and left for a position in the east.  
Chris Corrigan took over the consultation.  It is a 
lengthy report so will not be produced en masse.  
There are a few copies at the church office for your 
perusal. 

Heather Mackenzie was honoured and thanked for 
her ministry with the Resource Centre.  She was 
presented with a bouquet of flowers. 

Hilde Seal, the President of BC Conference, address 
the court.  She sent blessings and prayers to each 
pastoral charge. She asked that all members send 
blessings and prayers to the delegates attending BC 
Conference.  This reminds us that we are all 
connected to each other. 

Business: 

¨ A committee was struck to present to the Court 
guidance and limitations for the Executive in 
carrying on the business of Presbytery between 
full court meetings. 

¨ Rev. Brian Tsai and Rev. John Miller were 
chosen to be the clergy candidates for 
Commissioners to the 40th General Council 
Meeting to be held in Kelowna this August.  
The lay candidates are yet to be chosen. 

¨ The BC Conference meeting will be held May 

21 – 24th at the Langley Sportsplex.  
Congregation members will be asked for 
helping with baking and staffing coffee breaks. 

¨ Kimberly (Kim) Arthur Brandt has been 
confirmed as a candidate for Diaconal 
Ministry. 

¨ Fraser Presbytery is looking to hire a 
Conference Staff Person (salary to be paid by 
BC Conference Office).  The Conf. Staff 
person would assist in the continuing strategic 
planning process of FP, be available to Pastoral 
Charges for consultation and be available 
support to clergy.  There is much work for 
Presbytery Representatives to do.  It causes 
stress in particular for ministers and at times 
situations are not handled in an appropriate 
time line.  This can cause further problems.  It 
will take some months before this person is in 
place. 

¨ The 2009 Fraser Presbytery Budget was 
passed.  The expenditures were set at $197,437 
and the income is raised mainly from the 
Presbytery allocation to Pastoral Charges. 

¨ The next full court meeting will be held at BC 
Conference. 
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Findings based on statistical evidence: 

¨ Currently, the Fraser Valley has fifteen United 
Churches.  This is a far larger number than 
other denominations.  In comparison, there are 
eight Anglican, five Baptist Conference, nine 
Roman Catholic, and three Presbyterian. 

¨ Between 1995 and 2005, the number of 
supporting households in churches in the Fraser 
Presbytery has declined by 23%.  On average, 
94 households are sustaining their churches in 
2005 compared to 122 households in 1995. 

¨ Sunday attendance has dropped 24% between 
1995 and 2005.  Since Sunday attendees are the 
core constituency of the United Church, there is 
a weaker base of support in the congregations 
as well as a smaller one. 

¨ Despite fewer numbers of people, gross annual 
income of the churches has increased by 6% 
between 1995 and 2005.  This is a real 
achievement which represents an increased 
level of stewardship.  It also reflects a growing 
reliance on other revenue sources, such as 
rental income. 

¨ Revenue increases have not kept pace with the 
rate of expenditure growth (increase of 15% 
from 1995-2005).  More money is being spent 
to maintain existing building and salary 
infrastructure and less is invested in mission 
and program.  

¨ Church school participation has decreased by 
51% from 1995-2005.  The scale of the decline 
in children and youth, together with other key 
demographic factors, indicates that the gradual 
downward trend will eventually reach a 
“tipping point” and the decline will become 
exponential. 

Findings based on church surveys: 

Derek Evans found that 25% of churches in the 

Fraser Presbytery expect to close, 25% hope to 
maintain the status quo and 50% see an urgent need 
for change based on their future prospects. 

Some of the changes that the surveys suggested were 
necessary included: 

¨ An integrated approach to planning and 
congregational development, including 
financing, facilities and staffing;  

¨ Development of a capacity for multi-cultural 
ministry;  

¨ A public outreach and promotional strategy 
projecting a clear and distinctive United 
Church identity;  

¨ Ministry personnel skilled in youth and family 
ministry;  

¨ Ability to mobilize existing assets for 
reinvestment for a comprehensive, mission-
focused, strategic approach. 

Some Suggested Changes 

Derek Evans suggested that the facts and survey 
responses mean Fraser Presbytery needs to reevaluate 
the model in which the churches currently operate.  
He asked the churches of the presbytery to consider 
changing: 

¨ Away from relatively autonomous 
congregations and toward a more integrated 
and coordinated denominational presence 
across the Presbytery  

¨ Away from a system of oversight and direction 
that is volunteer and human resource-intensive 
and toward more stream-lined systems and 
professional management  

¨ Away from dispersed, generalized and 
duplicated staff and toward a more 
strategically focused, specialized and 
programmatic capacity  
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Our children’s programme has 
had an active time this year.  Al-
though most of the leaders have 
stayed the same, we have wel-
comed several new families, and 
seen changes in our physical 
space.  With God’s help, we will 
continue to grow in faith in the 
coming months. 

New Rooms 

The upstairs “babyfold” room in 
the narthex has been set up for 
infant care.  Mothers and other 
family members can use it as a 
quiet space for our littlest chil-
dren. 

We have added a new room for 
toddlers and preschool!  Thanks 
to many helpers, the room at the 
end of the hall, which was used 
for storage for renter groups, has 
been cleaned, painted and car-
peted.  It is now an attractive 
space with three or four children 
every week.  Shelley Matheson, 
Lois Dickson and others are the 
leaders of the two and three year 
old group.   

The room next to the Board 
Room, which was used as the 
Sunday School supply room, has 
been emptied out for other pur-
poses.  Our new supply area is 
across from room 9.  We are 
thankful for the help of Francis 
Switzer and Bill Pike, who emp-
tied the area and painted it, and 
for Rosa Flinton-Brown, Kellie 
Warnock and Margaret Rowell 
who sorted, cleaned, sorted again, 
labelled and finally got most of 
the craft, worship and administra-

tive supplies in order!  During the 
summer, there may be one or two 
days when we sort out curriculum 
supplies and Godly Play materi-
als.  Everyone interested can help 
with this. 

Room 9, used for Godly Play, and 
room 12, used by the 3-4 grades, 
will be cleaned and painted this 
summer.  Then, a “switch” will 
occur, and the grades will be re-
versed.  Godly Play will be held 
in room 12, and set up with ap-
propriate displays and shelves, 
and the grade 3-4 class will move 
into room 9. 

Worship with Children  

The children’s time during wor-
ship in Lent has focused on the 
rainbow, to remind us of God’s 
promises.  Each week, a new col-
our has been added to the com-
munion table, and a variety of 
common household objects have 
been displayed.  Children went 
down to their classes accompa-
nied by the rousing music of “I 
Want Jesus to Walk With Me.”  
More musical surprises are com-
ing, under the leadership of Tim 
Bailey! 

On Palm Sunday, children will be 
in worship for the first part of the 
service, to take part in the Palm 
Parade, and will return from their 
classes towards the end of the 
hour for the sacrament of Holy 
Communion.  Easter Sunday will 
be a service for all ages, with no 
classes held that morning.  Other 
Holy Week events are described 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Class News 

During Lent, the Godly Play class 
(ages 4-7) worked with several 
stories about Jesus and with other 
topics.  We experienced the Bap-
tism story, the calendar of the 
church year, the parables of the 
Mustard Seed and the Great Ban-
quet (what a party we had!), and 
Jesus at prayer. 

I will be away from April 19 – 
July 12,  serving as supply minis-
ter at Crescent United Church 
while Bill Booth is on sabbatical.  
The class will be led by Heather 
Mackenzie and Jan Miscich.  
They will be using material from 
The Whole People Of God. 

Other classes used The Whole 
People of God through the rest of 
the year.  During Lent, the topics 
included New Beginnings, Mak-
ing Choices, Feeling Anger, Fac-
ing Fears and Planting Hope. 

After Easter,  the main theme is 
Moving Into the World With Je-
sus.  The topics will be:  Recog-
nizing Jesus is Alive and Among 
Us, Meeting Jesus Again and 
Again, Following Jesus the Good 
Shepherd, Growing and Chang-
ing, Commanded in Love, and 
Sent Into the World.  All groups 
will use the same curriculum, 
available on the internet, at their 
appropriate age levels. 

On Pentecost, there will be an 
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intergenerational service for all 
ages.  Plans are being discussed 
for the months of June, July and 
August.  If classes continue, there 
will be two groups, for children 
3-7 and children ages 8 and older. 

Picnic 

Plans are not yet finalized for the 
church picnic, but when it hap-
pens, usually in early June, chil-
dren will receive certificates, and 
all class leaders will be honoured 
for their loving work. 

Looking Ahead to the Fall  

Godly Play will continue for ages 
4-7, and all other groups will use 
The Whole People of God re-
source.  We have found it to be 
appropriate for all age levels, 
easy to use and more cost effec-
tive than other curricula.  All 
class material, worship sugges-
tions, and Biblical background 
sheets can be accessed by all 
leaders, and adjusted for each 
group according to their needs.  
There will be a display of materi-
als in late summer, so the congre-
gation can see what is offered. 

It is fun to work with our chil-
dren, and class leaders are always 
needed.  If you are interested, 
think about giving six weeks of 
your time to share your faith, love 
and laughter with the younger 
members of our congregation.  
You will be challenged, changed 
and blessed in your work. 

May God’s grace be with you as 
you move into the world with Je-
sus. 
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Hi, my name is David Giuliano and I am the 
Moderator of The United Church of Canada. I want 
to take this opportunity to bring you Easter greetings 
and perhaps a word of encouragement. 

Let me begin with the question, Did Jesus know how 
it would all turn out? I remember the first time I 
heard that question, it was a bit shocking to me. 
Reverend John Buttars asked it during a sermon on 
Palm Sunday at Harcourt United Church in Guelph, 
Ontario. He wondered aloud whether Jesus knew—
beyond finding the donkey in the right place and that 
he needed to go into Jerusalem on it—how the week 
would unfold. Did he know about the cross? Was he 
confident about the resurrection when it came? 

It was a bit of a shocking question to me, because 
like many of you I grew up with the idea that Jesus 
knew how everything would work out. And that we 
as his followers trusted in his knowledge and 
followed along. But John said for him, it was really 
important that he imagined that Jesus also had to 
respond to God’s call, risking and trusting that it 
would lead where he needed to go in God without all 
the answers. As we approach Easter this year and 
Palm Sunday in particular, I’ve been thinking about 
that and the ways in which we as individuals and as a 
church have been called to follow Jesus, not quite 
knowing where it will all lead. 

I think about General Council 39 when we agreed to 
become an intercultural church. I think about the 
ways in which we are continuing to work together to 
build right relations and walk in a good way with 
First Nations people. I think about the ways in which 
we are trying to practise a more radical hospitality as 
a church community, welcoming people into our 

churches through the Emerging Spirit program and 
WonderCafe and the Living the Welcome 
workshops. And of course, many individual 
congregations are taking new risks as they develop 
relationships with our global partners and social 
ministries here in Canada. 

We don’t know, always, how these things will work 
out. We move forward with Jesus, trusting in the 
journey and in our relationship with him, imagining 
that it will serve God in some good way and trusting 
that God will be with us. There are dangers and risks 
involved. But as the conclusion of our creed says, 
“God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to 
God.” We trust that God goes forward with us into 
these unknown places. 

Well, friends, I wish for you a time of deepening 
relationship in the heart of God over this season of 
Lent and Palm Sunday, the week of passion, the 
moment of pain and loss at the cross, and the 
resurrection on Easter morning, so that you and I can 
rise up together with the sunshine on that morning 
crying out, “Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. 
Hallelujah.” 

 

© 2009 The United Church of Canada/L’Église Unie du Canada. 
Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution Non-commercial No 
Derivatives (by-nc-nd) Licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/ca. Any copy must 
include this notice. 
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The Feeding Ministry program now provides a hot 
lunch once a month on the street to the homeless.  
We served 55 plates of stew on Saturday March 28th 
along with buns, bananas, apples, bottled water, 
coffee or milk and 72 muffins.  We hand this out to 
the homeless in the Newton area of Surrey where 
there is a large demand.  They have no worldly 
possessions except for what they have with them in 
their backpacks, purses, bikes, shopping carts or 
tents.  They are very thankful and it is very 
rewarding to be able to help them out and maybe 
make a small difference in their lives. 

We have amazing cooks that work hard in the 
kitchen peeling, browning, simmering, washing, and 
cleaning.  There are many “thank yous” from the 
homeless for the cooks and how good the meals are.  
I overheard one of them saying to a friend “This 
really is good food”.  We keep the meals wholesome 
with only natural ingredients.  One lady told me that 
this was the first meal she had in five days.  Many 
times the homeless have looked into my eyes and 
said God Bless. 

Our clients are a variety including mentally ill, 
regular people, drug dealers, hookers, and addicts.  
Each one is interesting in his or her own way.  These 
people need our help and it is the right thing to help 
them out.  We give freely to them without 
questioning why they got in their situation. 

The cooks work from 9:00 to 11:00 am and we 
deliver from 11 am to about 1:30 pm.  I am trying to 
schedule this on the third Saturday of each month 
with some variations to miss the holiday weekends.  
In an effort to give the opportunity to as many as 
possible to help out I  try to not have the same 
people helping out each month.  If you want to help 
out, send me an e-mail rtcarter@shaw.ca or call at 
604-572-3550 or 604-789-5970.  If you just want to 
observe delivery, that’s OK too. 

We were serving the lunch out of the church from 
June 2007 to October 2008, but due to a number of 
reasons were not getting many homeless, in fact the 
last three lunches served 5 or 6 people.  There is a 
need in Surrey but we will keep aware of Langley’s 
need and can shift locally if warranted.  Also, the 
shelter for the homeless is under construction and 
may provide support once operational. 
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Jesus said, “Let the children come to me…” [Mark 
10:14] 

Today’s children and youth can most likely be found at 
the shopping malls. Children and youth are big business, 
more than you might imagine. In Canada, they spend 
$2.9 billion of their own money, and influence $20 
billion in family purchases.   Staggering, isn’t it? 

As a result they are prime marketing targets, receiving 
up to 5,000 ad messages a day. Their values and 
priorities are shaped by our consumer culture. Children 
under the age of 2 now recognize brands and know that 
they want to eat, to wear, to play with or to watch. Just 
ask their grandparents!  

Children are targeted to be dissatisfied with what is old 
and to want what is new. There is no distinguishing 
between needs and wants. If I want it, then I am 
convinced that I need it. 

All of us are aware there are consequences to having too 
much stuff: overflowing landfills, degradation of the 
earth, hunger, poverty, to name just a few. What we 
may not know is that 250 million children are 
victimized as cheap labour in order to produce all the 
stuff we say we need. 

What would Jesus say?  Jesus would never condone any 
of this. He would call us to “Pay Attention and to Do 
Something.” 

What can we do? We can become better informed. Read 
the new United Church publication, Overturning the 
Tables, by Julie Kinkaid.  It’s available from the United 
Church or Chapters-Indigo. 

We can make changes in our family practices as parents 
and grandparents. We can do this! Our congregations, 
church camps, [Camping Sunday is April 26th], Sunday 
Schools and mid-week groups can help us address a 
consumer culture and help reach children.  

The future we want for our children and youth is for 
them to grow up as strong men and women of God, 
knowing “who they are” and “Whose they are.”  

This is a call to do something good. 

Please leave a gift in your will, use the new life 
insurance gift, United Church gift annuity, or named 
endowment. If you need some help, just ask. Thank you 
for paying attention and doing something good! 
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A rich intercultural exploration 
of the Spirit during the holiest 

time of the year 
 

Local United Church musician 
Bruce Harding 
(www.bruceharding.com) will be 
touring April 4-19 with Neeraj Prem 
(www.ragamusicschool.com), a 
United Church musician from 
Ontario who is one of Canada's finest 
players of the North Indian sitar. 
These will be wonderful events, 
worship and concert offerings which 
explore the intermix of cultures, as 
Neeraj and Bruce share songs from 
their repertoires and see what 
happens in the spirit of the moment. 
Here is the schedule of events at 
present (only those that don’t conflict 
with worship services and events at 
LUC, and are taking place in 
reasonable vicinity): 

Sunday, April 5, 1:00pm - Neeraj 
Prem and Bruce Harding in concert, 
Ryerson United Church, Vancouver 

Saturday, April 11, 7:30pm - Easter 
Vigil, St. Andrew's Wesley United 
Church, Vancouver 

Sunday, April 12, 6:30am - Easter 
Sunrise service, Pacific InterChristian 
Community, Vancouver 

Friday, April 17, 7:30pm - Neeraj 
Prem and Bruce Harding in concert, 
Royal Heights United Church, North 
Delta 

Saturday, April 18, 7:00pm - Neeraj 
Prem and Bruce Harding in concert, 
Peace Lutheran Church, Abbottsford 

Sunday, April 19, 7:00pm - Sunday 
Evening Worship, Shaughnessy 
Heights United Church, Vancouver 

Visit www.evensong.ca website for 
event updates, and please help us 
spread the word! 


