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spirit continue to blow inviting us 
to join in a curious dance. 

Usually, most clergy are called to 
a new pastoral charge at the 
beginning of July. They have a 
chance to unpack, settle in, meet 
some folks and then … go on 
vacation! My “Call” to Langley 
United Church began in 
September and so it is important 
that we begin our work together 
right away. I am hoping to begin 
Pastoral Visits with as many of 
you as possible before the Season 
of Advent is upon us. I am not 
sure how this will work out for us 
but I hope to have a schedule 
available for you to select a time 
when I can meet with you. I am 
looking forward to this time of 
meeting and getting to know each 
other. 

I like to keep regular office hours 
at the church. Unless I am called 
away, I can be contacted at the 
church in the mornings. Please do 
not hesitate to come by for a visit. 
The coffee is usually prepared. If 
you are having a meeting of a 
committee, I hope that you will 
invite me to attend. 

Blessings    
Rod MacKinnon 
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“I give thanks to God always for 
you because of the grace of God   
that is given you in Christ 
Jesus…”           1 Corinthians 1: 4 

I am sitting in my office and a 
warm evening breeze of mid 
September is causing the blinds 
to flutter and sway in a curious 
dance. I am surrounded by boxes 
of books that are yet to be 
unpacked. They wait like familiar 
friends longing to be visited 
again. My desk is not yet 
organized nor has it found the 
perfect position in a comfortably 
spacious office. My computer 
continues to frustrate me as I try 
to reassemble parts and cables 
that will, hopefully, enable me to 
connect with those waiting to 

hear some word from me. My 
desk diary is already filling up 
with dates and places to go. I leaf 
through a directory of names and 
I am delighted to read some that 
are familiar and some are 
wonderfully new. I am aware that 
this is a time of change and new 
beginnings for those that I am 
called to journey with in this 
place. Like the Apostle Paul, I 
give thanks to God for you and I 
look forward to sharing ministry 
with you. 

The business of congregational 
life has already started in this 
place. Women, men, children and 
youth are all a part of this 
congregation life. Each of us has 
special gifts and talents to share. 
We are both blessed and 
challenged in many ways by the 
work we are called to do. As we 
work together I know that there 
will be times of joyful 
celebration. There will also be 
times of frustration and 
discouragement. The important 
thing for us to remember is that 
we are never alone. God is always 
with us. We do not need to be 
afraid. I encourage you to be 
intentional in prayer and to pray 
for each other. The winds of the 
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Welcome back from the 
summer everyone!   

September always seems to 
bring some routine back into 
our lives. Whether you are 
back to school, work or to 
Church, we start to live by our 
schedules again. The Board 
seemed to continue its work 
right through the summer 
months this year but with a 
great outcome, our new 
Minister, Rev. Rod 
MacKinnon. We welcome Rod 
and his wife Judy into our 
church community with open 
arms and much anticipation.  
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Of course with the changing of 
the leaves comes more changes 
to Langley United and we will 
be bidding farewell to our 
Music Director of the last four 
years, Dr. Greg Caisley. Greg 
has been such a wonderful 
person to know and to hear and 
he will be missed by us all. 
Best wishes to you Greg as 
your continue on your journey 
in this world and know you 
always have a home at Langley 
United Church.  

The Board will be taking on 
much this year. We will be 
getting the word out to you all 

about our Governance Model, 
trying to find volunteers to fill 
the many positions that need to 
be filled in order for Langley 
United to function, help find a 
music director and much more. 
We will continue working on 
communication to you on our 
work as well as being there for 
the congregation to talk to us.  

We are all on this journey of 
life together with the blessings 
of God to see us through, 
Peace to you all, Kellie 
Warnock 

Here is the latest news from Fraser Presbytery. 

The Rev. David Martyn, minister at Royal Heights, was installed as the new chair of Fraser Presbytery 
for a 1 year term to end June 30, 2009. 

The next full court meeting under our new schedule will be held at Trinity Memorial in Abbotsford on 
October 17, 18, 19.  Discussion is taking place via the internet to determine if Presbyters want to meet 
for worship on the Sunday of the Presbytery weekend. 

Fall Covenanting Services: 

 Rev. Mary Duncan, Agassiz-Rosedale - Sept. 7 at 7 PM 
 Rev. Cindy Terry, (Interim Minister) – St. Andrew’s- Mission Sept. 14 at 4 PM.  Potluck to follow. 
 Rev. Scott Swanson, (Interim Minister) - Aldergrove – Oct. 5 at 7 PM 
 Rev. Randy Antle, (Interim Minister) – Colebrook – Oct. 19 at 7 PM 
 Rev. Rod MacKinnon, Langley United Church - date TBA 

 

Judy Chang and Linda Boyd,                             
Lay Representatives to Fraser Presbytery 
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As most of you will be aware, the sad (for us) 
news is really great news for Dunbar Heights 
United.  Greg was offered a position there and 
that church is only 5 kilometers from Greg’s 
home in South Vancouver. His new position is 
very similar to what he has been doing here at 
Langley for the last four years.  We have been 

extremely blessed to have his talents, knowledge 
and enthusiasm and we will miss him.  Greg’s 
decision is based primarily on the fact that he 
needs to work closer to where he lives and this is 
such a perfect opportunity.  However, he is also 
sad about leaving Langley.  In his letter that was 
distributed to the congregation a week ago he 
said, “How many wonderful, kind and generous 
people I have had the chance to work with here – 
and what memories we have shared together!  
The last four years have been among the most 
special of my life – for so many little things, but 
also for the open accepting love from so many of 
you.  I cannot put into words my thanks to each 
of you for the kindnesses and love that you have 
shared with me; all I can humbly say is thank 
you.”  And to Greg we say “Thank YOU”.  

Greg’s last day at Langley United will be 
October 5th, so a search committee has been 
struck and will be working on finding someone 
to continue working with the choir and our 
excellent music program. 

We are planning on some concerts for the New 
Year, (with maybe a guest pianist?) and before 
Christmas there will, of course, be “Under the 
Mistletoe”, a legacy from Blake, our wonderful 
music director before Greg.  Do you see the trend 
here?  We keep getting wonderful music 
directors – may this trend continue! 

Change happens and we meet new people with 
different gifts so we look forward with 
anticipation to what the future holds.  With 
continued participation of all - the young people, 
the congregation, the “band” and the choir, music 
will remain alive and well at Langley United! 
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This fall, we will have three 
groups in Children’s Church. 

Godly Play is a group for chil-
dren ages 4-7 (preschool to grade 
2).  Some of the younger children 
also benefit from these sessions, 
and we try to be flexible so that 
they can join us for whatever time 
they feel comfortable.  Our pro-
gramme has taken root over the 
last two years, and we are becom-
ing more familiar with the 
method of storytelling, worship, 
and sharing.  The group will be 
led by Gabrielle Suedfeld, with 
Lucy Manly as the shepherd for 
the first two or three months. 

This fall, we will be traveling in 
the desert with Moses and the 
people of God, learning about 
Moses’ family, his call to service, 
crossing the sea, the “Ten Best 
Ways”, what it’s like to live in 
the desert, and looking over into 
the Promised Land.  We will also 
be reviewing the sacrament of 
Holy Communion, and the calen-
dar of the church year. 

Each session is based on the for-
mat of a worship service, with a 
story time, reflection on the sa-
cred message, music, prayer and 
sharing a meal together.  There is 
time for response in the form of 
crafts, games and songs.  Some of 
the material for the response will  
be gathered from the Whole Peo-
ple of God curriculum. 

Grades 3-4 (ages 8-10) will meet 
with Rosa Flinton-Brown, and 
Grades 5-7 (ages 11-13) will 
meet in the Lounge/chapel area 
with Lisa Garland. 

Both of these groups will be us-
ing the Whole People of God cur-
riculum this year.  It is available 
on the internet, and the advantage 
is that all ages are covered, and 
we can access each to suit our 
needs.  

There are six sessions for the 
year, each with a different theme. 
Unit one, which goes until Oct. 
12, covers the Exodus narratives; 
stories about God’s saving pres-
ence and the call to faithfulness 
and law.   

The second unit will begin on Oc-
tober 19, and will centre on pas-
sages from the Gospel of Mat-
thew.  It is called “Making a Dif-
ference”.   

 “We are called to see and offer 
glimpses of hope,  

 to hold up the vision of God’s 
peace  

 to put Christ’s words into ac-
tion,  

 to tend the light of God’s love 
in ourselves and encourage it 
in all people  

 to nurture our gifts for the 
good of all humanity  

 and to serve the least in our 
communities as Jesus 

did.”  (WPOG unit 2-1) 

Each session begins with wel-
come and worship, a theme intro-
duction, Bible reading, and an 
exploration of the theme with op-
tions for activities, discussion and 
integration of the theme into our 
lives.  There is a closing blessing, 
sometimes with song. 

In the Whole People of God cur-
riculum, there is also a section for 
Nursery ages.  If there is interest 
and volunteers are available, this 
can be set up in the babyfold 
room adjacent to the Sanctuary.  
It is a delightful component to the 
curriculum, with simple songs, a 
theme conversation with the  
“Charlie Churchmouse” handpup-
pet, take-home activities, snacks 
and prayer.  It would be appropri-
ate for ages 2 and 3. 

For information about older chil-
dren and youth, please see the 
Youth Page. 

Registration will take place on 
Sept. 14 and 21.  All families are 
asked to fill out the short form, so 
that we can contact you and are 
aware of allergies and special 
needs.  We’ll also have sample 
curriculum material, so you can 
see what is happening in the 
classes. 

Intergenerational Services will 
be held on September 14 and Oc-
tober 12 (Thanksgiving).  There 
may be another service in mid or 
late November. 
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Prayer Corner in the Sanctuary  
This was set up last year, called 
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“Hannah’s Prayer Corner”, to re-
member the Biblical story of 
Hannah and her prayers to God.  
On the glass tray are candles, 
prayer cards and stones.  You are 
invited to light a candle and offer 
a prayer for you concerns, or to 
leave a stone of witness on the 
tray.  Please put the prayer cards 
on the pulpit, so that your con-
cerns can be made known during 
the Prayers of the People in the 
worship service.  Children are 
welcome to participate in this 
with parent supervision. 

Bulletin Board for Children’s 
Church is found in the hall, above 
the coffee table.  While you’re in 
line, take a look at what’s going 
on, whether you are a parent, 
caregiver, teacher, or loving elder 
of our congregation.  You never 
know what might catch your in-
terest!  There are articles about 
current issues, announcements, 
sign up sheets and more. 

Children and Family Ministries 
Office is clean and tidy!  It’s a 
good place for quiet meetings 
with staff, and includes the 
Youth director also.  Come and 
visit, or make an informal ap-
pointment for discussion, prayer 
and information. 

Websites of interest will be 
posted on the bulletin board, and 
listed in the announcement page 
each week.  If you like to browse 
or surf, try one. 

Godly Play for Grownups will 
be five or six sessions for all 
those who have expressed an in-
terest in the fun materials, wood 
figures, desert box, colourful 
props, etc. which come up and 
down the stairs from time to time.  
This is not a teacher-training 
event, but a time to do Bible 
study and theological reflection 
using the Godly Play method.  
You won’t be asked to sit on the 
floor, you will be asked to open 
yourself to wonder, sacred space, 
and a new way of seeing the sto-
ries from Holy Scripture.  We 
will include a desert story, a par-
able, a Jesus story, the calendar of 
the church year, and the sacra-
ments.  Further  information will 
be available in late September. 

Coming in the spring:  a series 
of sessions on parenting, what it 
means to be a Christian house-
hold, the challenges of living the 
Gospel in our everyday life, and 
other issues.  This is a United 
Church programme that has many 
possibilities for enriching our 
family life. 

As always, our church is a family, 
a place to find security, love and 
acceptance.  We hope to make the 
Children and Family Ministries 
programme a way to bless all of 
our people with God’s grace and 
the challenges of Jesus Christ as 
we journey together in faith. 
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Summer weather has finally 
belatedly arrived, and it sure 
made for a wonderful day for 
the Fall Tailgate Sale. The 
changing of season has also 
brought with it, the changing of 
guard within our congregation. 
We extend a hearty welcome to 
Rev. Rod MacKinnon. 
However, on a sad note we 
extend a “bon voyage” to our 
Music Director Dr. Greg 
Caisley. We all wish him well 
in his new appointment to 
Dunbar Heights United, only 
minutes from where he lives. 

As everyone will note from the 
weekly Offering insert, our 
Offerings are a bit below target. 
On the other hand, through 
good fortune from an 
unexpected cash gift, good 
fiscal management from all the 
people within the various 
departments, and the reduction 
in wage expenses in being 
without a full time minister 
over the summer, our net 
position is respectively healthy. 
If continued expenses stay in 
line with forward projected 
costs, and people returning 
from Summer Sabbatical catch 
up with their offerings, we 
might just be able to end up the 
year without a deficit. 
Hallelujah!!!! Now, all we have 
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to do is pay off our hang-over 
line-of-credit debt from our 
numerous past deficits, and 
make sure our next year’s 
revenue is adequate. 

This accomplishment, along 
with our Church Anniversary, 
our new Minister, our 
wonderful church family and 
all the blessings we each have 
been given, deserve a 
Celebration. This is planned to 
be done in the form of a Turkey 
and trimmings dinner. The 
dinner will be for all our 
members and hopefully, with 
the participation of many, we 
can do it at no cost. (A Turkey 
Luck Dinner!!!) 

A dinner like this warrants 
special guests. This dinner will 
be dedicated to the seniors in 
our congregation with special 

mention to our UCW ladies 
who have done so much for our 
church for so many years. 

It seems most have taken hold 
of the fiscal Stewardship Flag, 
and in this vein, the outing will 
also offer the opportunity to 
hear from someone in our 
larger United Church circle. As 
fiscal Stewardship is always an 
ongoing item, this will also be 
an opportunity to plan and 
make the 2009 Pledge. This 
will assist in the formulation of 
the 2009 budget. As has been 
said in the past, fiscal issues are 
much better and much smaller 
if dealt with and then put away 
in the proper slot. 

Updates will follow. 

Yours In His Service      
Francis Switzer, Finance Chair 
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