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United. I am aware of my own 
grief around leaving, even as I am 
excited and hopeful about the 
future. This may not be a time of 
dying for some of you as it is for 
me, but my hope is that if you 
will take anything away from 
these musings, it will be the 
memory when you are faced with 
dying (as we all are from time to 
time) that no matter what 
happens, the promise is that 
nothing can separate us from God 
and God’s love for us. Not even 
the dyings we choose, or the 
dyings given to us. I think it is 
precisely that memory that will 
keep us open to the surprising 
experience of resurrection. So 
that when it eventually happens – 
in two minutes, two days, two 
years, or two decades – we can 
stand with Jesus in front of the 
tomb that once held us fast and 
say, “Wow! I wonder what God is 
going to do now?” 

Happy Easter. 
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Grace and peace in the 
name of the One we follow 
to the cross and beyond, 

I don’t remember the source of 
one of my favourite quotes about 
Easter, although I think it might 
have been Karl Barth. The quote 
goes something like this: “No one 
was more surprised on Easter 
Sunday than Jesus.”(The notion, 
which I think is probably 
accurate, was that Jesus and those 
of his contemporaries who 
believed in resurrection 
understood it as something that 
God would do at the end of 
history. While there are some 
who think that Jesus probably 
believed the world was going to 
end soon, it is probably safe to 
say he didn’t think it was going to 
be THAT soon.) 

What is important about that 
quote for me is that resurrection 
is a surprise. In a culture where 
we are accustomed to managing 
and planning just about 
everything, it is not surprising 
maybe that we can condition 
ourselves not to like surprises – 
certainly not big ones that play 
havoc with any balance we have 
managed to cultivate. And yet it 
is also our experience that life has 

a way of “happening” that is not 
always within our control, not 
always according to our will or 
timeline. What do we make of 
that? 

In the church we have somewhat 
tidy liturgical seasons: Lent lasts 
for a prescribed period of time 
and is followed by holy week. 
Good Friday is always followed 
by Easter Sunday, and pretty 
much always within 48 hours or 
so! Ordered liturgical seasons are 
helpful, but what happens when 
the period between our own Good 
Fridays and Easter Sundays goes 
on for months? Or years? How 
easy it is to doubt the possibility 
of resurrection, much less plan 
for and manage it, when we have 
no idea when or – let’s be honest 
– if it is actually going to 
materialize. 

No, just as we can rarely plan 
death, we cannot plan 
resurrection either. We can only 
hope for it, believe in the 
possibility of it, pray for it … and 
be “surprised by joy” when it 
actually comes about. Just like 
Jesus probably was. 

I am aware right now that this is 
the last newsletter I will 
contribute to here at Langley 

Easter Blessings 
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Greetings to you all! 

 

An early Easter and an early start to 
Daylight savings time serves to remind us 
all that Spring is upon us.  What this 
means to the Board is that change and 
newness is also upon us and we are ready 
to go forth in new discovery.   

At the AGM the congregation approved a 
new governance model that we are starting 
to put in place and a new Board has been 
approved. It is an awesome undertaking 
that you have given all of us and I know 
that the people involved will rise to the 
challenge.  

Along with this governing transition 
comes the challenge of searching for a 
new minister for our congregation.  We 
have been so fortunate to have had Scott 
leading our congregation for the last six 
years and we know it will be hard to 
replace him. I do want to wish him the 
best in his future calling as well as give 
the Board’s love and support to Tanya, 
Emma and Sarah. 2008 is turning into 
quite the transition year for us all and I 
truly believe God is with us as we meet 
our challenges, take those first steps 
forward and welcome new and exciting 
people and events into our world.  

God Bless you all,  

Kellie Warnock 
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Because of the importance of 
Music at Langley United, I 
thought I would take a moment to 
give a bit of an outline as to what 
we are planning for some of these 
special services starting Palm 
Sunday. 

Through Holy Week the choir will 
be singing music taken from the 
new Augsburg Choir Book that I 
have mentioned before in my 
weekly notes. This book reflects 
music from new composers and 
set with modern texts. The choir 
has really enjoyed the challenges 
so far with this book, and we look 
forward to being a part of this 
Holy week with some dramatic 
and challenging music. As well, 
there will be a number of our 
young people taking part on 
Easter Day, enhancing the music 
with their instrumental skills. 

The following services will have 
special music from the choir this 
coming week: 

Palm Sunday:  Hosanna! Blessed 
is He (music by Knut Nystedt). 
This is a rhythmically challenging 
and exciting choir piece with 

organ accompaniment. We will 
also have a special offering by 
Irene Reed. 

Good Friday: Deep Were His 
Wounds (words by William 
Johnson, music by Leland B. 
Sateren). A beautiful and rich 
harmonic setting of texts 
appropriate to this most solemn of 
days. 

Easter Sunday: We are planning a 
really special service involving 
the youth, choirs, and soloists for 
this celebration. Come and join us 
as they play and sing, and join the 
choir in anthems and other special 
music, as well as special soloists. 
The music consists of an Introit:  
Easter Fanfare (words & music 
Paul Fetler) and the Anthem:  
Jubilate Deo (Psalm 100 – music 
by Dale Wood). Vicki 
Richardson will be singing the 
offering. 

Please join us for all the special 
services this coming week, and 
look for more information either 
on the langleyunited.org website, 
or by calling the church directly. 
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After a busy fall/winter with 
events such as the parade and 
anniversary and several farewell 
teas, the Pastoral Care Committee 
has had a wee bit of a breather as 
far as special events are 
concerned.  

The rest didn’t last long though! 
Coming up soon will be  the 

Newcomers Luncheon on April 
6th, the Farewell Celebration for 
Scott in May, and of course, the 
Annual Church Picnic in June. 
(Note…all of these events involve 
breaking bread together! We at 
LUC certainly love to eat…which 
is a wonderful way to share, to 
visit and to get to know one 
another better….so please plan to 
join us for these important 

gatherings.)  

Ongoing pastoral care work 
includes the organizing of the 
Sunday morning greeters and 
welcome table hosts, “pew pixie” 
duties (cleaning up old bulletins 
and tidying the sanctuary after 
church services each week), 
maintaining the history books, 
looking after the subscriptions for 
the Observer Magazine, the 
organization of the drivers to pick 
up and drop off congregation 
members who are unable to drive 
themselves to church, the weekly 
set up, serving and clean up for 
the coffee hour, and the visiting 
and caring for those not able to be 
with us on Sundays. None of these 
things happen without the time 
and effort of a dedicated group of 

people who offer their gifts and 
talents of service in order that 
these events and services take 
place. Jesus taught us to put our 
faith into action…and this is an 
example of how some of the 
members of our community live 
out this commission. Your 
Pastoral Care Committee 
members are: Maureen Burgess, 
Norma Carruthers, Isabelle 
Densem, Andrea Hammond, Betty 
Hewitt, Corinna Johnson, Arlene 
Pike, and Margaret Rowell. 

May the peace and hope of the 
resurrected Christ be with you all 
this Easter Season. 

Blessings, 

Jennifer Purych,           
(Chair, Pastoral Care) 
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Jesus asks his disciples “Who do 
you say that I am?”  

How do you answer this? If 
you’re like me, you have ideas 
floating around your brain but 
can’t actually answer the question. 
Most of us don’t even know 
where to start.  

So! Come to our Annual 
Congregational Retreat in April. 
This year’s theme is all about 
Jesus and it promises to be a 

$�������%&&'�$�������%&&'�$�������%&&'�$�������%&&'� "�(�)����	*���� �

fantastic weekend! As always, 
there will be lots of food, fun and 
fellowship for the whole family. 
But most of all, there will be 
plenty of thought-provoking 
discussion, opportunities to learn 
new ideas, and of course, time to 
put all those ideas about Jesus into 
your own theology.  

Please pre-register after church or 
by calling the office. If you’d like 
to come but are worried about 

cost, please speak to Scott. We 
have funds available thanks to our 
fundraisers so please don’t let 
costs keep you away! 

You can visit the Charis website 
www.chariscamp.com to see this 
marvellous retreat centre! See you 
April 18th, 19th and 20th! 
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Classes in Children’s Church are 
going along smoothly. On Febru-
ary 24, we presented an intergen-
erational service with a Mission 
and Service theme.  The previous 
week, we gathered to create our 
characters – “honoured guests” 
from Canada and other parts of 
the world who told their stories.  
The service was well received 
and a lot of fun to prepare. 

In Godly Play, the children have 
been hearing stories of some of 
the people whom Jesus valued 
and helped;  little children, Bar-
timeus, Zaccheus.  Grades 5, 6, 
and 7 continue to follow the 
themes of the lectionary, using 
Seasons of the Spirit curriculum. 

Holy Week classes and services 
On Palm 
Sunday, 
children 
will be in 
the service 
for about 
20 minutes, 
to partici-

pate in the Palm Sunday Parade, 
and the distribution and blessing 
of the crosses.  They will then go 
to their classes for the rest of the 
morning. 

Everyone is encouraged to take 
part in at least one of the services 
before Easter. On Thursday eve-
ning, there will be a traditional 
foot-washing celebration and 
communion in the chapel.  On 
Good Friday, the service will be 
in the sanctuary.  Many like to 
attend the Easter Vigil on Satur-
day Evening.  These special 

events help us to make the con-
nection between Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem and his resurrection on 
Easter morning.  They are a vital 
part of the story, and children of 
all ages find meaning in some of 
the messages as they gather with 
their church family. 

After Easter, the older classes, 
grades 5,6 and 7, will continue 
with the curriculum work, learn-
ing about some of the events and 
people of the early church.  The 
Godly Play class will hear some 
of the stories of Jesus’ appear-
ances to his friends, work with 
parables, and learn about some of 
the holy moments in the church 
year.   

Summer Children’s Church 
programme                                
In late June, and continuing 
through July and August, there 
will be one class for all ages.  
This year, the focus will be on the 
lectionary passages from the gos-
pel of Matthew.  Each session 
will be self-contained, to fit in 
with the changing attendance dur-
ing the summer months.  There 
will be a gathering prayer time, 
theme story, discussion, crafts 
and activities.  Everyone is in-
vited to share time and love with 
the children, and volunteer for 
one or more weeks in the Chil-
dren’s Church programme. 

At our church picnic in June, we 
will honour all those who have 
helped during the year, and pre-
sent certificates of attendance and 
promotion to the children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead to Fall           
We are in the process of deciding 
which curriculum to use for the 
coming year.  Godly Play will 
continue, for ages 4-7.  Grades 2-
7 will have two or three small 
groups.  Parents and caregivers 
are encouraged to give input into 
the choice of material that we will 
order in late April.  We always 
want to reflect the needs and faith 
of our families. 

Nursery News                         
Good News!  Thanks to Heather, 
Madison and Zachary Rattai, the 
former toddler room is being 
cleaned and sorted, and a new 
Nursery is almost ready in the 
room upstairs off the narthex.  
Every week, this faithful family 
has spent some time helping to 
make a welcoming and cozy 
place for our littlest ones.  Their 
work has been a blessing to our 
young families. 

It is a delight to work with fami-
lies and children in this ministry.  
I have been supported by indi-
viduals, and by the congregation 
as a whole.  Our teachers and 
leaders devote time, energy and 
most of all, faithful love, as we 
continue to walk in the way of 
Jesus Christ.  We have a blend of 
tradition, biblical story, creativity 
and joy in each group.  May our 
lives be enriched as our faith 
grows in the sheltering presence 
of God’s grace. 
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Happy Easter 

Time sure has a way of bringing 
the new calendar events upon us. 
With the passing of Easter, we 
will be into the 2nd quarter of this 
year. Finances are often 
something we always want to put 
on the back shelf. However, it has 
been written that, if dealt with, 
they can then be properly tucked 
away. Let’s try this approach with 
our church budget 

The 2008 Budget has been laid 
out and set at $250,143, an 
increase of approximately 
$12,000. over last years’ actual 
operating expenses. 

Last year, we had a budgeted 
deficit of $25,333. A “Step Up” 
initiative was laid out and through 
a positive response from 
everyone, that deficit ended up 
being decreased to $11,041; a 
great step ahead. 

However, we can not rest on last 
years improvements. In response 
to the congregation survey done 
last year, we are trying to move to 
a balanced budget wherein 
revenues meet expenses. Budgets 
always seem to incur creeping 
costs, and ours is not the 
exception. In keeping with the 
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“Step Up” theme, it is that time 
again for each one of us to search 
within our own budgets, and see if 
we can make some kind of “Step 
Up” in our weekly or monthly 
gifts. 

Every one of us is being asked to 
take this thought to heart, and 
discuss it at home, pray on it, and 
see what our response might be. 
Sunday March 30th is the date to 
renew our pledge of Gifts for 

God’s work. It would be 
wonderful if most of us can find a 
way to make even a small “Step 
Up” in our pledge. This combined 
with a responsible management of 
church expenses could go a long 
way in achieving our budget 
goals. 

Thank You and May God Bless 

Francis Switzer, Finance Chair 
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The ladies of the UCW were pleased that our 

Annual Beef Dinner on Saturday, February 9 was 
the success it was, especially seeing that our 
attendance was down. Those who came enjoyed 
the meal, the fellowship, and the entertainment 
provided by “Evergreen Entertainers.” As a result, 
our group realized a profit of over $1,100. From 
these funds we have made a donation to our 
church’s general fund and to our youth group and 
will be providing entertainment at both Highland 
Lodge and Langley Lodge when our ladies pay 
our monthly visits to these local senior residences. 

Our next fundraiser will be our Strawberry Tea 
and Bake Sale to be held on Saturday, June 28, 
2008. Do plan to join us between 2:00 and 4:00 
pm for a tasty dessert and to purchase some 
special sweets on that day. Young and old and 
male and female are all invited. Please watch for 
reminders as the time approaches. 

Our group meets on the first Monday of the month 
usually at 1:30 pm in the church hall. Programs 

and activities to look forward to are: Easter in the 
Ukraine, Epilepsy and how it affects seniors, 
Fraser Valley Gleaners and the extensive work 
they can carry out by freeze-drying surplus 
produce and distributing it around the world. 

One morning a month we work on a craft project. 
If you are a “crafty” type of person, please share 
your talent and ideas with us as we are always 
looking for new items for our sale in December. 
Dates and projects are published in the weekly 
bulletins. 

Some of our ladies will be attending the Fraser 
Presbyterial UCW AGM on Tuesday, March 18 

at St. Andrew’s United Church, Fort Langley. We will 
car-pool leaving at 8:30 am from our church parking lot 
so please let us know if you are joining us. We 
welcome all women of the congregation to come to this 
event and to participate in any of our activities. 

Easter will soon be upon us when we will celebrate the 
wondrous resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. May we all be strengthened by the knowledge 
that a loving and caring God is with us at all times. 
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